Mississippi State University

Scholars Junction
Ernie Flint - Mississippi State Extension Reports

Extension Agent Reports

2-18-2002

County Agent's Notes: Homes needed for bluebirds - February 18,
2002
Ernest "Ernie" Flint Jr.

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/ext-ua-flintreports

Recommended Citation
Ernest "Ernie" Hilmon Flint, Jr. collection, Special Collections Department, Mississippi State University
Libraries

This Document is brought to you for free and open access by the Extension Agent Reports at Scholars Junction. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Ernie Flint - Mississippi State Extension Reports by an authorized administrator
of Scholars Junction. For more information, please contact scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com.

County Agent’s Notes:

February 18, 2002

Homes needed for bluebirds…
By: Dr. Ernie Flint, Area Agent/Agriculture
Mississippi State University Extension Service
For many like myself who work much of the time outdoors, the beauty of nature is a
common thing, however there are a few things that even catch our attention. One of these is the
bluebird. The stark contrast of dark blue in a world consisting mostly of green and brown is
something the eye cannot avoid. The eastern bluebird is one of the most popular songbirds in
Mississippi, and is one of several species that benefit from the placement of nesting boxes.
The bluebird’s brilliant color, it’s song, and habits have long provided inspiration and escape
from the stresses of everyday life for many people.
A mature eastern bluebird is about five inches in length. The male is dark blue with a
rust colored throat and white belly. Females have blue wings and tail. Bluebirds and other
species of cavity-nesting birds were at one time in decline as a result of the destruction of nesting
habitat. But as a result of the efforts of many people, the bluebird is now very common
throughout Mississippi. One of the reasons the bluebird has been able to rebound in numbers has
been the development of the eastern bluebird box.
Natural bluebird habitat is a mixture of hardwoods and pine, with grass meadows, fields,
pastures, clearcuts, and other openings such as highway right-of-ways. They like grass habitat
that is short or sparse, such as mowed or grazed pasture. They will nest in the yards of rural

homes and on the fringes of urban areas. Competition from sparrows and starlings often
prevents them from nesting around farm buildings.
Eastern bluebirds feed mainly on insects. During spring and summer they feed on
butterflies, spiders, flies, dragonflies, insect larvae, grubs, moths, crickets, and beetles. In fall
and winter they utilize wild fruit and berries. Their feeding is very beneficial in reducing the
numbers of several insect pests.
Since they are cavity nesters, they rely in nature on woodpeckers and other cavity-makers
to bore holes in dead trees and fence posts. However, as more land is managed in pasture and
improved forest, these sites have become scarce. Fortunately, many landowners and
homeowners have provided nesting boxes. More of these nesting sites are needed to further
increase bluebird populations.
Bluebirds nest near their feeding areas. They begin searching for nesting sites about this
time of year. The nest is constructed in a suitable cavity in one to six days, and one egg is laid
each day for about five days. The eggs are sky-blue in color. The female incubates the eggs for
two weeks, and both parents feed the young for 16 to 23 days. In about 12 days the young birds
are adult-size with grey and blue juvenile feathers. The young fly 50 to 100 feet from the nest to
a high perch, and do not return to the nest. The male usually takes charge of caring for them at
this time, and the female may renest, often in the same nest, within a few hours.
The nesting box recommended by the North American Bluebird Society is the preferred
box of the Mississippi Fish and Wildlife Foundation. It is a 4 inch by 4 inch rectangular box
with a one and one half inch round hole, and a sloping roof, and either a top or side-opening for
cleanout purposes. The top opening design is usually best since it allows inspection of the nest

without disturbance. The boxes should not be painted, and painted wood scraps should not be
used in building boxes. Bluebirds will usually accept recently erected boxes.
Ideally, bluebird boxes should be mounted facing away from prevailing winds, so the
hole should face toward the southeast to avoid either northerly or westerly winds, and about 35
feet from large trees. Some type of baffle such be placed on the post beneath the box to
discourage predators. Height of the box should be about five feet.
For those interested in constructing bluebird boxes, we can provide drawings. Call or
come by our office at the Fairgrounds in Kosciusko. Our phone number is

.

